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RECORD OF EXECUTIVE / CHIEF OFFICER DECISION 
 
This form should be used to record key and other decisions made by individual Portfolio 
Holders and key decisions made by Chief Officers.  The contact officer will ensure that the 
signed and completed form is given to Democratic Services as soon as reasonably 
practicable after the decision has been taken.  
 
Unless permission has been obtained from the Chairman of Council and the Chairman of 
the Scrutiny and Overview Committee that this decision be treated as a matter of urgency 
under Rule 12.19 of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee Procedure Rules, this decision 
will come into force, and may then be implemented, on the expiry of five working days after 
the publication of the decision, unless called in under Rule 7 of the Budget and Policy 
Framework Procedure Rules or Rule 12 of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee Procedure 
Rules. 
  

Portfolio Planning Portfolio Holder 

Subject Matter Responding to Forest Heath District Council's public consultation on the 
'Proposed Submission Single Issue Review of Core Strategy Policy and 
Proposed Submission Site Allocations Local Plan 

Ward(s) Affected All Wards 

Date Taken Monday, 13 March 2017 

Contact Officer Jennifer Nuttycombe, Senior Planning Policy Officer 01954 713184 
(jenny.nuttycombe@scambs.gov.uk) 

Date Published Monday, 13 March 2017 

Call-In Expiry Monday, 20 March 2017 

Key Decision? No  

In Forward Plan? No 

Urgent? No 

 

Purpose / Background 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this report is to agree the Council’s response to Forest Heath District Council’s 

public consultation on the ‘Proposed Submission Single Issue Review of Core Strategy Policy 

CS7 (Overall Housing Provision and Distribution)’ and ‘Proposed Submission Site Allocations 

Local Plan’. The consultation runs for 9 weeks from 10 January to 13 March 2017, having been 

extended from 6 weeks with an original deadline of 21 February 2017.  

 

Background 

 

Forest Heath District Council (FHDC) is undertaking a Single Issue Review of Core Strategy 

Policy CS7 following a successful High Court challenge concerning the policy and is also 

preparing a Site Allocations Local Plan. Policy CS7 sets out the overall housing provision for the 

district and the distribution of this growth. All other policies in the Core Strategy are still 

considered to provide an appropriate strategy for the district to 2031 and are therefore not part of 

the review. The Site Allocations Local Plan contains site specific housing, employment and other 

allocations to meet the requirements of the Core Strategy and Single Issue Review of Core 

Strategy Policy CS7. 

 

The current public consultation is the final opportunity to comment on these plans before they are 

submitted to the Secretary of State for examination. South Cambridgeshire District Council 

(SCDC) has not responded to the earlier rounds of public consultation undertaken on these plans. 



 

 

 

Considerations 

 

The ‘Proposed Submission Single Issue Review of Core Strategy Policy CS7 (Overall Housing 

Provision and Distribution)’ proposes a housing requirement of 6,800 dwellings for Forest Heath 

between 2011 and 2031. The objectively assessed need for Forest Heath has been calculated 

based on the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) for the Cambridge Housing Market 

Area (HMA) updated in 2013, and additional more recent updates specifically related to Forest 

Heath to consider any adjustments.  

 

The Cambridge HMA includes Forest Heath and South Cambridgeshire, as well as other local 

authorities in Cambridgeshire, and therefore the SHMA for the Cambridge HMA is also being 

used to inform the objectively assessed need included in the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan. 

Two recent updates specifically related to Forest Heath have been prepared by the Research 

Group at Cambridgeshire County Council and Peter Brett Associates. These relate to the 

Inspectors preliminary conclusions from May 2015 on our own Local Plans to ensure that matters 

such as market signals have properly been taken into account.  

 

The ‘Proposed Submission Single Issue Review of Core Strategy Policy CS7 (Overall Housing 

Provision and Distribution)’ also proposes a broad distribution for the new housing growth 

proposed, that is consistent with the spatial strategy for the district (set out in Core Strategy Policy 

CS1). The sites required to deliver this new housing growth will be identified in the Site 

Allocations Local Plan and/or Neighbourhood Plans. The ‘Proposed Submission Site Allocations 

Local Plan’ allocates sites with a capacity of 4,396 dwellings, that when combined with the homes 

already completed, homes with extant planning permission, and anticipated homes on windfall 

sites, have the capacity to deliver the district’s objectively assessed need.  

 

Proposed Response 

 

Thank you for the invitation to respond to your consultation on the ‘Proposed Submission Single 

Issue Review of Core Strategy Policy CS7 (Overall Housing Provision and Distribution)’ and 

‘Proposed Submission Site Allocations Local Plan’.  

 

South Cambridgeshire District Council supports a housing requirement of 6,800 dwellings for 

Forest Heath between 2011 and 2031, as this is based on: 

(i) the Strategic Housing Market Assessment for the Cambridge Housing Market Area, which is 

also being used to inform the objectively assessed need included in the South 

Cambridgeshire Local Plan; and 

(ii) two additional updates specifically related to Forest Heath to consider any adjustments, 

which have been prepared by the Research Group at Cambridgeshire County Council and 

Peter Brett Associates in a similar way to the recent update undertaken specifically for 

Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire.   

 

South Cambridgeshire District Council supports the identification of sites for allocation that 
combined with the homes already completed, homes with extant planning permission, and 
anticipated homes on windfall sites, have the capacity to deliver the district’s objectively assessed 
need. 

 

Declaration(s) of Interest 
Record below any relevant interest declared by any executive Member consulted or by an 
officer present in relation to the decision. 

None 



 

 

 

Dispensation(s) 
In respect of any conflict(s) of interest declared above, record below any dispensation(s) 
granted by the Council’s Standards Committee. 

None 

 

Consultation 
Record below all parties consulted in relation to the decision. 

None. 

 

Other Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 

Alternative Option: To not respond to FHDC’s public consultation on ‘Proposed Submission Single 

Issue Review of Core Strategy Policy CS7 (Overall Housing Provision and Distribution)’ and 

‘Proposed Submission Site Allocations Local Plan’. 

Reason for rejection: FHDC is one of our neighbouring authorities, and both Forest Heath and 
South Cambridgeshire are within the Cambridge HMA, and therefore it is important to respond to 
the consultation to show that the two Councils are working with their adjacent authorities. 

 

Final decision Reason(s) 

To submit the Proposed Response (included in 
the Purpose / Background section above) to 
FHDC in response to their consultation on 
‘Proposed Submission Single Issue Review of 
Core Strategy Policy CS7 (Overall Housing 
Provision and Distribution)’ and ‘Proposed 
Submission Site Allocations Local Plan’. 

FHDC is one of our neighbouring authorities, 
and both Forest Heath and South 
Cambridgeshire are within the Cambridge 
HMA, and therefore it is important to respond to 
the consultation to show that the two Councils 
are working with their adjacent authorities. 

 

Signed Name 
(CAPITALS) 

Signature Date 

Portfolio Holder Signed copy available upon request from Democratic Services 
(democratic.services@scambs.gov.uk) Chief Officer 

 

Further Information 

Background Papers: the following background papers were used in the preparation of this report: 
• ‘Proposed Submission Single Issue Review of Core Strategy Policy CS7 (Overall Housing 
Provision and Distribution)’ and ‘Proposed Submission Site Allocations Local Plan’: 
http://westsuffolk.jdi-consult.net/localplan/  
 

 


